Paisagens

For

Percussion group

André Codeco



Paisagens - Notes
The work Paisagens is divided into three movements.

The first movement, I - Dimensions, has its genesis in the possibility of multiple dimensions,
which is supported by string theory (not yet proven). There are small cells in the musical context
that represent large and small universes, and possibly some sort of clash among themselves.

The second movement, II - Here and Beyond, relates to the idea that life and death happen at the
same time. For this bias, the existence of a person who will live for 50 years can be represented
by two straights. They run in opposite directions with the same sense (horizontally), size and
speed, trying to find themselves. A positive number line that starts at zero and goes steadily
increasing progression until the number fifty, represents life. The negative line that starts at the
negative number fifty follows decreasing steadily until the number zero, which represents death.
Each point augmented on the lifeline corresponds to a point diminished on the deathline.

This proportionality is, in a sense, the emerging concept of spacetime being shaped by other
forces, because some factors are influencing essential characteristics of the straights such as
speed and duration. These are indefinite variations, biological and/or environmental conditions
impossible to predict, but even like this, play an important role in the lines. However, the model
keeps itself inflexible. The moment of death, the end of existence on this plane, is represented by
the meeting of two straight.

Life line Death line
50,0

0 -50

End of existence

The representation of this design in the work occurs through the division of the instruments
involved into two sets. The first, formed by the piano, tympani, and cymbals, is the lifeline. The
second, formed by marimba, vibraphone, and other percussions, is the line of death. The two sets
switch their appearances referencing the proportionality between the two lines. Also
corroborating this same idea, the sets have the same number of beats by appearance, that is, even
if occurs changes of measures, beats remain the same. Both will get shorter throughout the
speech until the random part, which lasts about twenty seconds. Is the climax of the movement.

The narrowing of the temporal condition (duration) of the lines and their conclusion at random
times symbolize the feeling of desperation in meeting death, from the human point of view. The
random and chaotic moment is the end of existence in terms of the lifeline, the meeting between
the two lines. If possible, the positioning on the stage also will focus on this concept. On one side
the instrumental ensemble represents life, and on the other, it represents death. The center will
remain the celesta, which has the function of announcing the two forces that are ambiguously
avoided and sought, and the percussion that plays in both groups.



The third movement, III - Uncertainty, dialogues with Wittgenstein’s concept of language game.
Briefly, the social arrangements that give meaning to the elementary concepts, are called
language games. The idea of this movement was present in the initial section, mini sections that
are contrasting, but have their own languages. Later, these "games" are subjected to other means,
causing inevitably, the arising of other means imbued with new games.
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